'SYDNEY MARCH
BY SEVENTH

Veterans of Two
(Campaigns

Men of the Seventh Division, |
veterans of successful campaigns |

in the Middle East and New
Guinea, are now home on leave,

and those of them who enlisted |

in New SBouth Wales will march
through Sydney's streels on Fri-
day week.

Only & few weeks ago lhe men were
fighting in the Finistorre Ranmes in
New Ouinea, where they established n
reputation as unsurpassed  jungle
fighters,

The march will be cecmmanded by
Brigadier K. W. Eather. and Major-
General G, A, Vasey, GO0, of the
divislon, will be present at the sajut-
ing base at the Town Hall, where the
Oovernor, Lord Wakehurst, will take
the salute,

The men will jeave Chalmers Street
at mbout 10.20 am. and march Along
Elirabeth  Btreet, Mertin Place.
Genrge Street, Campbell Btreet, nnd
Pitt Birert Lo Central Slatlon. The
head of the enlumn will reach the
saluting base at 11 a.m.

Members of the divlsion who are st
on leave are required to report ia the
leave and transit camp, Addison Road
Marr. kville, by next Monday, using
their return rel] warrants 1o reach
Sviney. They will not lose any leave
b, taking part in the march, and will
be izstued with new leave passes and
rail warrents after the march. No
ome vill be permitied to jain the mareh
al the assembly point or during the
march.

MIDDLE EAST SERVICE

The Seventh Division was formed in
1040, and includes men from all part:
of Australia. The first commANGer
was Major-Genernl inow Lisutenant-
CGenerzl) Sir Johm Lavarack. The
division =ailed for the Middls Easi in
Oeotabier, 1040 Alter compieting 15=
training in Paleatine, the division wos
to have sniled (or Greece, bup Rommel
swept through the desert townrds
Egypt, and the division was moved o
Mersa Matruh.

Under Major-Greneral Allen, the
Seventh Division returned to 8vria.
snd while & portion  mpyed north
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and while a portion moved north
alene the eoast, the remainder moved
nortly along the inland route. Bitter
fishtine over appalling rountry  fol-
[pwed, but in five weeks the campaign
was compieted with the {all of
Damour and the capitulation of the
Vichy French {orces.

Japan entered the war in December,
1041, and Australis waa threatened
The Seventh Division wes  ordered
home. and alter a briel soven days’
fpave the troops went through cob-
remtrated 1rainineg in Australin’s rain
funeiea for a new tvpe of warfare

The Japanese were pushing towards
Port Moreshy when the Seventh Divi-
sinn reached New Gulnea, but  not
much later the enemy was driven back
over the Owen SBtanleys., and crush-
ingly defeated at Gona and Sanon-
apdan. In those campnigns the divi-
sion Added lurther lusire to its Aght-
ing record.

With the Immedinte threal o
Moresby gope and our own bases grow-
ing rapidiy st Miine Bay and Buna,
the Beventh camé home again  {or
lreve, Te-arganisation, and re-equin-
ping, fellowed by further training In
the light of jungie battle experience
Major-Ceneral G, A. Vasey masumel
command during the Papusn cam-
paign. and has aslnce been the divi-
sional leader,

NEW CONDITIONS

By the middle of last wear the

|Scventh had returned to New Guinen

to find that conditions had altered.
The Allles had alr superiority. Gone
were the davs, remembered so vividly
by the veterans, when men (rudged.
cinmberrd and Tfought across the
nlmost impassable rvidges and valleys
of the Owen Btanleva, Now the dlvi=
sirn was 1 be flown into battles and
fraining for the next operation tonk
place on one of Moreshy's great air-
flelds,

Experimonts were carried out with
ficld guns, stores, and equipment, the
men londing and unloading them inta
n couple of unservicegble transparis
until a standardised system was por-
feoted

In Baptember, |ust after the Ninth
Division, operating as an amphibious

Ifnrﬂ:, had loended near Lae, Ameri-
| can paratroops were dropped on the

| Valley

old emergency |anding ground at
Nadeab, west of Lae, in the Mabkham
Volunteers from one of the

|Seventh's artillery rogiments  jumped

toa, and took with them disminiled
di=pounders.

The 2.2 Ploneecrs, who had pree-
Viously =erved with the Seventh in
Byrin, jolned the ground forces In o
Pard, fast tramp through the kunal
The old strip was rapidly cleared and
troops were Nown in,

On BEeptember B the infantry bogan
ihe drive down the old road towards
Lar, while the Ninth Division pounded
nt Lar from the weat, On the morn-
ing of Beptember 18 troops of the
Seventh entered the wreckaze of the
Jnpanese basge just an hour or two
ahend of the Ninth Division,
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|whend of the Ninth Division
| The Beventh then turned back up
{the Markham Voalley. Kniapic fell to
'the men of an independeni rompany
pnd  transport  planes swarmed in.
The divizion drove on at a tremendous
ee by eround and mir the Mark-
wm Valiey and into the Ramu. The
Japangse. outpaced and I H
{manoeuvred, were foreed back untll
the Seventh reached the Pinisterres
Biatties of King Hi, Uria River, Farla
River, Guy's Poat, Beveridee Post, and
ENWagery Ridoe followed, untfl the
| dapancse were driven over the ranges
{angd their base at Bogadiim on the
consl  endangered.

Men of the Ssventh have estab-
|Mtghed n prouwd fighting rococd, and
| Bviney will see these troops on parade
lon Priday week for the first time sinees
Ihe formation of the division,




