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U8 Air Force for its co-operation

and skill,” contlnued Maj-Gen Vasey.

AlRBm “By completing its task ours was
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COUrage, an
ﬁwmembem of the Becond AIF.,"
Maj-Gen G. Vasey, commander of
the 7th Division, said yesterday “m
an address to the La:ﬂ'! Club. *I1
have told a few politicians whom I
have met recently that it Is m
sure and responsibility to hn;
after these men now, but it is yours
to look after them after the war,
and I frust that you will do so."
gpeaking on “Australia’s First Alr-
horne Division,” Maj-Gen Vasey said
that air-borne operations were dif-
ferent {rom sen-borne operations, in
that only a small number of
could be landed by air at first, the
pumber to be increased later. By
sea arrangements were made to land
@ large number very quickly.
When it was decided to use alr-
borne troops in New Guinea, it was
recopnised that alrstr would first
have to be provided, en the U8
Parachute Regiment was first sent
in they were supported by an Aus-
tralian ploneer company and s fleld
actillery company, who were landed
some diztance away. After a flve
days' march they arrived on the air-
fisld within & few hours of the nara-
chutists having jumped.
It was thought that flerce resist-
ance would be met, but the opera-
tlons were completed much quicker
than was expected. The 1 of
being air-borne was not fully appre-
cisted by the troops, as m:u ggiﬁt
ted by one unlt provid A r
mas card, on one side of which was
depicted air-borne troops, with the
words, “Australia's First Air-borne
Division,” and on the other, troops
climbing up :,agmnipltaua hill, carry-
ing a 70lb pack, and the words, “Alr
Borne Like Hell™
“1 cannot talk about alr-bor.e
operations in New QCuinea without
saying how much we owe to the 5th
U8 Air Force for its co-operation

".- SHRYLLE I10W IHUVII WE UWET W LR Iu"u'l-l-i

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article11813773



