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PRSI TR AL rume . svTAnL R mare. TR me
miles in advance of Bidon A Vichy foroe
GUNS DIRECTED :iin’iren "o "sii i
[ whead, sngaged In mining & road, West
| Ausiralians went forward and Look mit
party prisoner. Dmmodar i3 strongly he

and gunrded by deep ravibes, with almost
i perpendicular sides.  The enemy has pul
Cool AIF Officer . i vimond dus g very oo
trench system There s a flght-and-a-
PRt half ahead of us when we are given signal
By RONALD MONSON to mdvance
WITH THE ATF IN BYRIA. Bunday,
In Merfiyun a young Australian artil-

there directed the Are of his distant
on the epemy within the towm.
Australisns shared possession of i with
Vichy's forces, CGuna had to be directed
with extreme naceurscy, The slighlest
riroy might have pent ahells crashing
among houses held by our men. In s low
vodbre the offiorr gave his orders sa he
driected Litdine Disoes ~f enemy lanks
and prrsonpel Pour miles away, across

Mranwhile, a m af  Australiar
ploneers  crept strects  armed
wilh bombs seelflng oul tanks, which
fhey were bent on desiroying. From all
poelits cecupied by Vichy twoops came
Mashis of machinegun fAre, whitt of
mortar  bombs, f(ollowed by deafening
rrashes. Our Bren gunners replied from
houses, from the cemetery, and from an
UrAnET grove on the outskirta of the
Vilage It was Une queerest batils of this
wir, and (e most | the plonesrs
Aud B supporling and battalion
have ever been o,

Huddenly the intensity of fire tres
mendously  increased, Darkirss was
luminatd from & hundred points by
bursting shells, moriar bombe. and wicked
flashies (romm tanks” cannon. From wooded
hilis surrounding the village mechineguiis
rorpmeneed  stutiering.  tanks crached
theough bushes burst into the  village,
joliving  Lhose  alresdy  inside, sweeplng
points held by our men with deviastatlng
fire. Two drew \n shelter by Lhe house
in which the artillery officer was pr - |
Hr kiew ihey werse French, so had (o
rrase giving orders or be overheard. Be-
hind theilr tanks Ulrhl'mm‘rliu“;ll..rg' rein-
forcements poured into U i

Our foree, which was only hanging of
by ita evellds, knew jt wes Ume Lo gel
out or be wiped out. They moved back
fir wll the time to o better delensive
pusitlon around the village There they
are holding on preparing 1o counter-
attack when the Ume Is ripe, The ar-
tillery officer sucreeded i getilng awny
in the darkness. Our artillery and planes
are pow pounding the village, which s
Hkrly to prove o hot for Vichy's men
Just befure enemy reinforcements arrived
a small Australlan forer outside the vil-
Inge =urrounded a party of Viehy troops
wur had bern pinned in that position for
duys,

Fuery move ey made bBrought! s hall
of Lullels from cur lne, Finally. despair-
mg. they surrendered. We Just had e
tev lepd them away when 8 Prench foree
shilch wounld have pelieved 1ham, arrived
10 mimules too Inie

Fixdl patrols of West Australlan: todas
puslied on to Ras Nel Younls, several
mikes in advance of Bidon A Vichy force

T ¥ e M estier was clebiad
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