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WAR PRISONERS TELL

OF HORRORS OF

JAPANESE CAMPS

(From Our Special Correspondent, Johji Loughlin)
'

'<

TOKYO, Sunday.
Stories 'of the terrible' punishment inflicted by the Japanese

on Allied war prisoners have been told by men who have been

rescued fron^Ofuna, one of Japan's secret war camps deep in

the mountains.
'

.
»

As we splashed the last milos

along a road. through paddy fields in

which our car became bogged;'"'some

prisoners appeared around a/' bend

and rushed down a hill to greet the
firfet members of the Allied landing

forces to reach them.

They were-'shouting hysterically

and stumbling. as they ran with

hands'.outstretched.
*

They" státe'd"'that for the pnst week

they had had complete freedom with

a new set
"of guards, whom we saw

i

in groups inside the camp. They were

smiling andjiowing, to ¡the, .prisoners
and saluted "us.,"

The majority ol the prisoners were

Americans, shot, down over Japan.
There were a revv British but no,Aus-
tralians, . although some had passed
through the. camp.

They(stated' that a Swiss represen-

tative who had .visited the camp a

few,weeks ago, had'told tliefii.-that

Ofuna was an unregistered camp

and he had not Jieanl of its exist-

ence till then. He was horrified by
the condition ol' some prisoners who

were living skeletons. He ordered the

removal of 34 of , them to hospital.

Seventy, per cent, of the prisoners

were suffering from ben ben. Some

of the more recent prisoners, chiefly

survivors fiom B29's shot down..dur
ing the first raids, told their stories

with bitter, rage.

Misery of Petty Tyranny

Others whoMiad' been longei' m this

Japanese hell camp recited a terrible

story kof brutality,, sadism, starvation

and.a, long, slow.misery^ of petty
_tyraniiyj-by"'guaiids

~ trying\'"IAr öütdtr

each other in humiliating white mem

Each lot of new prisoners brought
to the camp, was admitted, by an of-

ficer they
called "little admiral."

He told them they could' now con-

sider themselves as no longer exist-

ing, because the outside, world would

hear, nothing ,pf them.

. Although Ofuna fwas chiefly an in-

terrogating camp,- some of, the pris-

oners were there forvas long as two

years. They became weaker on a

starvation diet of half a
,

bowl of

plain rice or barley each meal and

Trom neglect and ill-treatment.

Beaten with Batons

During their first few'weeks in the

camp the prisoners were regularly

beaten with batons, at-night when

they laid down, in agony. Every time

the guard was changed, oveiy two

hours, the new guards would - enter

a prisoner's cell, make him stand to

attention and punch him in the jaw,
slap his face or make him stand on

his bed naked while he was battered

with batons.



Terrible beatings were given for

the slightest misbehayiour, such as

talking to fellow* prisoners, leaving

a magazine on the ground, failing to

bow, and say "Good morning" to the

guards. 4

Three prisoners were said to have

died from the effects of beatings. A

favourite form of punishment was

called the "Ofuna crouch." Prisoners

were forced to crouch on their toes

with their knees bent and hands up-

raised, while guards went ,behind

. them" bashing anybody who tried to

straighten the knee or lower, his

arms.
v Prisoners' legs and-arms be-

came numb and, they collapsed.
Another regular mmishmeut was to

make tlie prisoner's "run from one'end*
pf, the, .corridor, to, another, bent

double, and 'pushing^. ,a hand-mop
along- the,floor., This,-\yent('on until

,they .collapsed and' then ^rie guards
.would,,, begin .to bpnt^them with

batons.

,
No Medical Attention

?; \ ,' «
-, *

, The, prisoners told us that lhere
was ho doolor in Die camp'. The Sick

bay attendant was just,, a'^."brutal

slugger."
r- .

.

.Airmen brought in with shrapnel
or, bullet wounds were left unattend-
ed, until the wounds were in a ter-

rible'rpndition, , ,v

. Men- with n-uuluc"<i - legs, were

given no treatment and ,
limb's and

the .bones, set in -distorted shapes.
One pnsojiei'j whom we bl ought out

of camp, was a Biitish Fleet air arm
pilot,'"

Lieutenant Camelon, of kel-

lington, ti.Z.
_

"

Tile' first member of" our Press

party that he met was fSub-Lieut.

Jones, now Navy photographer, who

was a squadron pal of Cameron's on

the ?'Illustrious .during the British

t

Fleet's operations in the Sakashimas
"'this,

year.
It was over Sakashima that Cam-

eron
"

was__shot down by flak during
May, He, drifted into Ishigaski
Island where he was captured. The
Japanese', forced him to ".march"

'fcllrottgtrSl Lvtilag(?'~vvliilë Hire* lowfiy-"

people vbeat and stoned him

Taken to Foi-mosa he escaped
from the prison with three other air-'

men taut was recaptured and flown

to Japan, via {Shanghai, bound,

gagged, blindfolded and tied lo his

seal. He suffered severe beatings for

a week.

"It .depended on how-you took

beatings on how much you got," he

said. "If you stood up and took it

they got tired of getting no satisfac-

tion out of it, but if a man cringed
and asked them to stop they were

delighted and beat him unmercifully.

They were sexual perverts."

Lieut. Cameron stated that on Sun«

days the Jap guards would bring
their-girl friends into the camps and

turn out the prisoners and make us

-pai ade for hour after hour, despite
the weakened condition of some -of

us from starvation

The guards Would walk up to the

prisoners and ilip thom on the fore-

head and call them "baklf" and fools.

The Allies were sometimes, allowed

two cigarettes a day, and if they
killed hundreds of tlics they weie

granted an extra cigarette.

Rail Workers Died of

Starvation

A message from Allied headquar-
ters in Bunna announced that Col. J.

M. Williams; of;' the *-Australian
Pioneer Corps, stated that 884. Aus-

tralians were employed on the con-

struction of the railway from Thai-

land to Burma and by the time' the

work had reached 130 kilometres to

the-west, only 34 remained, the re-

mainder having died or were in hos-

pital.

In addition, the work on this

jungle railway was stated lo have

cost the lives of 20,000 Tamil slave

workers from Malayan rubber plan-
tations.

Colonel Williams explained that
when he and seven other officers

were captured, Ila» Japs tried to

break down their moi nie to disclose

what they knew of the defences of



Australia, but they failed.

Other prisoners tell how men died

almost daily thiough starvation and

lack of drugs to combat jungle
diseases. The men wore compelled to

work IS hours daily.

They, tell how officers of the signal

corps constructed small wifeless sets

which were, capablo of picking up
news from India, ,and that helped to

keep tin- men sane

A Japanese'bioudeast over Singa

poiu iadio stated 'that prisoners
wanted,newspapcia and periodicals
so thal tlíey cuuld ruad oí Hie pro

gross of the wai in tabloid form;

they also desired drugs and cig-
arettes. (

Jap Cruelly to Soviet

Prisoners

-

MOSCOW, Sunday.
Reports of Jap atrocities commit-

ted against the, Russians were made

public to-day.

.They state that the enemy tortur-

ed and wounded, piisoners by slicing

them with knives and bayonets.
A nuise, captuied on the baltle

!

field, was, blindfolded and then slow-

ly cut to death, ,, ,


