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WAR PRISONERS TELL
OF HORRORS OF
JAPANESE CAMPS

—_—

(From Our Special Correspondent, Jokn Loughiin

TOKY O, Sunday

Stories of the terrible punishment inflicted by the lipanese
on Allied war prisoners have been told by men who have been
rescued from Ofuna. one of Japan's secret war camps deep an

the mountains.

As we splashed the last miles
along a road through paddy fields in
which our car became hogged, some
prisoners appeared around a  bend
and rushed down a hill to greet the
first members of the Allied Iand ng
forces to reach them,

They were shouling  hysterically
and stumbling as they ran with
hands outstretched.

They stated that for the past week
they had had complete freedom with
a new set of guards, whom we saw
in groups ingide the camp. They were
amiling and bowing lo the prisancrs
and saluted us

The majorily of the prisoners were
Amaricans, shol down  over Japan
There were a few British hut no Aus-
tralinns, although some had passed
through the camp.

They stated that a Swize represen-
tative whn hrd vigited the ramn a
few wee ks
COfune wWias A
and he had ol

HP‘I.-_ i i i
unrsEisterod Clnp
hedrd ol ils exast-
ence U then He was horrified by
the condition of sonie priseners  wihio
were Hving skeletons. He orderea the
resoval of 31 of them to hospital.
Sevenly per cenl. of  the  prisongrs
were suffering [rom beri beri. H¥ome
of the more recent prisoners, chiefly
survivors from B28%'s shol down dur
ing the first railds, told their stories
with hitter rage.
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Misery of Petty Tyranny

Others who had been longer in Lhis
Japanese hell camp recited a terrible
gtory of brutality, sadism, starvation
and a long. slow misery of petty
tyranny by guards trying to ouldo
¢tich other in humiliating while men.

Kach lot of new prisoners brought
to the camp was admitted by an of
ticer they called “little admiral.”
He told them they could now con.
&ider themselves as no longer exist.
ing, because the outside world would
hear nothing of them.

Although Ofuna was chiefly an in-
terrogating camp, some of the pris-
oners were there for as long as two
years. They became weaker on a
starvation diet of half p  bowl of
plain rvice or barley each meal and
from peglect and Hl-treatment ,

Beaten with Batons |

During their first few weeks in the
camp the prisoners were regularly
heaten with batons at night when
they lnid down in agony. Fvery time
the guard was changed, every twol
hours, the new guards would enter |
n prisoner’s ceil. make him stand (o)
attention and punch him in the jaw,
stup his face or make him stand on
his hed naked while he was battered
with balons.
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Wilh balons.

Tervible beatings were given tor)
the slightest mishehaviour, such as
talking to fellow prisoners, leaving
4 magazine on e ground, failing to
bow and say "Good morning” to the
guards.

Three prisoners were said to have
died from the cffects of beatings. A
favourite form of punishment was
called the “Ofuna crouch.” Prisoners
were forced Lo crouch on their toes
with their knees bent and hands up-
raised, while guards went  behind
W

them bashing anvbody who tried to
straighten the kove or  lower  his
arms. Prisoners legs gnd arme b
came numb and oy coldapscd

Another regular gunishment was Lo
make the prisoners $4n trom one ®%end
of the worridor o anollie Eneopit
double and pushing a  hapdauop
along the fioor This wont an watil
they eoliapsed and then the pusrcds
would begin te beat  thern wilh
batons.

No Medical Attention

The prisoners told us thal Lhere
wigs no doedor on e coaonp. Thie sick
bay attendant wis just a  “bruisl
slugger.’

Airmen brought in with shrapnel
or bull&t wounds were left unsttend
ed, until the wounds were in a tler
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e Li; THERTIE fegs W
Eiven no Ucvablluenl ausd tunbs and
the bones st In distorted shipoes
O prisadiel, whom sv= bhrogght ol
of cognp, was o Britisl #jeel alr siem
pilot, Lieutenant Cameron, of Wel
lington, N.4&.

The first member of our Press
party that he met was  Sub-Laeul
Jones, now Navy pholtographer, who
was a squadron pal ol Cameron's on
the Mustrious ducing the British
Fleet's operntions in Ui Sakeshiuas
this ycar,

It was over Sakashima that Ciun
eron was shot down by fak during
May. He drifted into Ishigaskl
Illmd where he was captuied. The

m forced him to  march
' a4 vHlape witle the ow s

SR EELLE L = dLTaTl SRATER LiEY
mﬁ a4 vHiage wile T 103 -
people beat and stancd him

Taken Lo Formosa he  escaped
from the prison with three other air
men but was recaptured and down
to  Japan, vin Shanghni, bound,
gagged, Mindfolded ana tied to his
seal. He suffercd severe beatings fon
a week,

“It depended dn how you took
beatings on how much you got,” he
said. “If you #tood up and took i
they got tired of getting no satisfac
tion out aof it, but it & man eringed
and asked thom 1o stop they were
delighted and beat b unmercitully
They were sexusl porverts’

Lieut, Cameron stited that on Suan
days the Jap guards would bring
their girl friends inlo the camps and
turn oul the prisoners and ake us
parade for bowr alles hour, despits
the wenkened comfibion ol seloe =0t
us from starvalion

The gunrds would walk up Lo Uhe
prisopers wnd [ip them on e 101

hiead gnd call thom “bakil™ and fook
The Allies were somebimes  allowed
Two cigarelles o Jday, and i Lhey

Killed h]llldl'l'ﬂ:- T Hies HIL}’ Wil d
granted an extra vigavetle

Rail Workers Died of

Starvation

A message from Allied headgunar-
ters in Burma announced that Col. J
M. Willlams, of the @ Australian
Pioneer Corps. stated Lhat 884 Aus
tralians were employed on the con
struction of the nolway from Tha
land to Burmia and Ly the time th
work had reached 150 kilometres to
the west, only 34 remained, the o
mainder having divdd or were in o
pital.

In addition, the work on this
jungle raillway wis stated ta T
vost Lthe lives of 2000000 Tumall stave-
workers from Malayan rubber pia
tations

voelonel Williams  explained  thal
when he and seven  other officers
were captured, Uw Jups  tried 1o
break down thewr morale to dsclos
wihal Lhey Knew ol Lhe defeimes ol
A via¥rmlia | Bagt thaoves Fallada



WNHAL LY HBANPW O wne GeTentes o
Australia, but they falled,

Other prisoners tell how men died
almost daily through starvation ol
wek  of  drugs Lo counbal puagsie
discases, The en wore congebicd Lo
work 18 hours danly.

They tedl how oflicers of the sigaol
corps constructed small wipeloss sets
which were capalle of pleking up
news from India, and that helped to
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A Juij..:..'.,l_;'. reanclEnst Vi Slnga
pote  rudio  sleled hal  prisoncrs
wanbed sewspapors wnd  porieaenis
&0 thal ”11'}' cuiild teans of the e
zress Of the War i Laolod form;
they also desived drdgs and  oul-
arettes

Jap Cruelty to Soviet
Prisoners

MOSCOW, Sunday.

_ of Jap alrocilies comunit
ted against the Russiuns were mnade
public to.dny

They state that the enemy torlug
ed and wounded pricooors by slicing
ey with knlves Lol bayvidiels,

A nurse, capiiied on e batile
field, wins blindlolded and then slow-
iy cul o deall .



