P.O.W.'s Unusuadl
Adventures

Twice Their Prisoner,” by Walter L. Summons. | Geolirey
berloge, Oxford Umiversity Press. Malbowrne, 12/6). .
Whetn b enlistend g n pitereer hattaliong at the beginnings

o the war, Walter Summons novep for o peanent, he savs,
Ireamped that o few short wmonths be wonild have experi-

Cum-

O ITTUE Gl he Think Tha
B woinnad wannin Gamesnanniee 1l

IS T af war of a0 it on
Frawee  that at The  snaieet
Wwis HI Avtive nll_'-'. amil, u few
months alter that., the captive of
anolher nation—Japan—then &
sirict peutrai’

Yet  Lieul
all this and

Summons  achbEved
; March, 1942, was one
! the we ow who had qua
for the W and Bar. as he de-
~eribes i, by becoming a prisoner
ol The Jupanése

He asil=d [or ihe Middle East

the iamous "Queen Ship convoy
carly m 1841, mmd was Bstonished,

like many ol hers. soon 1o find him- ¢

aell fghting PFPrench  Uroops—amd

his wnit =affering very severe cas-

laliies—in Byria

With the survivors of his platooo, g

Laeiit Sumnwds was caplured bY R
Vichy tank and. in defiance of Arm-
Ehive gonditions, was senl 1o
Lireecr Froum there be had an as-
tonishing trip through Europe, n-
cluding CGermany. and eventially
reached Lhe South of France. The
Vichyites having besn brought (o
feer] e was shippesd with others Lo
Heila and rejoined his  batialion
with thanksgiving,

His baltalion was (hen detatled
ax purt of “Blackloree” —Brigadier
Blackburn’s group-—and was
in Java o resisl the Japanese

After some skirmishing this body
had no oplion but to  surrender.
|nmd, after having beeni  given  a
comparatively free lime in Java by
in Ortober, (942 ped (rom Lhere 10
e grim Siam railway,

The: authasr s account of the rail-
Wiy orden] scarcely differs [rom
those of ather narcatnrs—it is a tale
Hhat has now become fTamiliar, bt
Lieut. Summons fervently ex-
claims that on 1hat account il
shoukd never he {orgotten

Siarvation, everwork, Lthe onsel
of & doren different diseases, utuer
lack of medical care or medical sup-
pliex, a cranky, cruel, perverted and
Bpeish enemy—thal is one side, the
dark side. ol ithe picture

Happily, there was another side,
w1 gun be fairly called o glori-
i side The firm coursge and
dignity of the prisoners which. ex-
vepl in Lhe rarest insiances, never
broke under the worst indignitbes
rrdd hardshlps, the saving grace of
humar and the desire o pssisi one
anctiver displayed by all, and, oot
the Jeast, the herowsm and a
sikill of the doctors, nodably m
Dunlop, who were alwivs able Lo
submerge sell mod perlorm  pro-
fesslonal miracies with hopelessiy
inadeguate eguinmenl—inls  was
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fessional miracies with hopelessiy
inadequate egquipmenl—ihls  was
the finer side of It all.

The author does not dwell on (he
horrors. he wisely leaves the reader
to fill in the blanks for himsell His
narrative galns muoch strengih by
Lhis

This modest, well-wrilten account
of & most unusual and highly ad-
veulurcus srmy career deserves re-
counidi fon .

Thers are numerous llustrations
—and some sketches, gobd and
grim -of prison camp SCENes,

Brigadier Blackburn comtributes
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n lun; the book,
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