
MAN ON A MISSION: Shane Strudwick is distributing • 
thousands of Discover Murray leaflets in towns and 

cities along the length of the Murray River.

By BEN PISCIONERI

THE Murray River has the potential 
to provide the only all-encompassing 
Australian tourism experience ac-
cording to an Adelaide man with a 
passion for the iconic river system.

Shane Strudwick was first intro-
duced to Mildura Weekly readers in 
February this year after he started an 
online petition to raise awareness 
about the plight of the Murray River, 
attracting thousands of responses.

He has also created the Discover 
Murray Trail, which links towns and 
cities from three States along the 
length of the Murray.

Shane said his motivation was 
to help more people experience the 
beauty of the Murray River, and ap-
preciate its value.

He said that despite its age and 
significance, the Murray River was 
still largely an untapped resource for 
tourism.

“Up until now there has really 
been a disjointed approach to tour-
ism along the Murray River,” Shane 
said.

“Each State concentrates on its 
own section of the Murray, indepen-
dent of the other States.”

Instead, Shane said the Murray 
had the potential to far surpass exist-
ing tourism attractions such as the 
Great Ocean Road in the eyes of na-
tional and international tourists.

“Towns up and down the river are 
helping each other and traditional 
borders are removed,” he said. 

“When you compare what the 
Murray has to offer compared to the 
Great Ocean Road for example, the 
Great Ocean Road appears one di-
mensional. 

“For example the different towns 
and cities along the Discover Murray 
Trail feature everything from pioneer-
ing towns, cosmopolitan centres such 
as Mildura with fantastic food and 
wine, locations which offer unique 
flora and fauna, opportunities for 
canoe tours along the Murray and 
its backwaters, camping, houseboat 
holidays, it’s all there on one trail.”

The Discover Murray Trail takes 
in 2530 kilometres of the Murray 
River, which it separates into five 
‘landscapes’ – Murray Plains and 
Mouth, Golden Limestone Cliffs, 
Mallee and Steep Banks and River-
gums – representative of the regions 
it passes through.

“Each town along the Murray 
River can offer an entirely different 
experience, which is what tourists 
are after,” Shane said. 

“They’re after an all-encom-
passing tourism experience.” 
Shane said the initiative would en-
courage visitors to see more towns 

along the Murray.
“Often tourists will visit a par-

ticular town that’s on the Murray 
and then take off to other parts of 
the State,” he said. 

“If they can see that just 100 ki-
lometres or so up the highway or the 
river they can experience a totally 
new attraction along the river, and 
they’re made aware of it, we will see 
more people visiting towns along 
the Murray.”

He said there was also the poten-
tial to link in with other established 
tourism destinations, such as the 
Great Ocean Road.

“Why not link the Murray River 
with the Great Ocean Road in one 
big tourist loop,” Shane said. 

“People can do the Discover 
Murray Trail and then continue on 
to do the Great Ocean Road experi-
ence.”

Despite only being in its infancy, 
the initiative has triggered a positive 
response from tourism operators 
and the general tourism industry 
– recently being awarded a bronze 
medal at the South Australian Tour-
ism Awards.

Shane is currently making his 
way through towns and cities along 

the length of the Murray River, set-
ting up Discover Murray displays 
at tourism centres along the way, 
including the Mildura Visitor Infor-
mation Centre.

He also has plans for a Discover 
Murray passport, which would be 
stamped at each location along the 
trail.

“Each town or city would have 
its own unique stamp, and people 
could get their passport stamped at 
each location and it would be some-
thing for them to keep and remem-
ber from their journey, further add-
ing to the experience,” Shane said. 
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“I couldn’t stand to 
hear the Last Post played,” 
he said. “It upset me. It 
still makes me very sad. 
All those poor blokes we 
buried.”

When he did join 
the marches, he never 
bothered to have his five 
medals mounted. He just 
pinned them individu-
ally on his suit jacket each 
time, in a manner befit-
ting a humble private in 
the 2/2 Pioneer Battalion. 
They were simple cam-
paign medals, but I recall 
proudly wearing them to 
primary school on AN-
ZAC Day, as though each 
carried a hero’s citation. 

Not long ago I tracked 
down a copy of my father’s 
battalion history, and was 
surprised to find a picture 
of him in it, taken in Syria. 
It was captioned, ‘Damour 
– Privates O’Neill and 
Girdlestone, of D Com-
pany, carry kitchen gear 
forward.’ They are carrying 
an assortment of utensils 
on a hospital stretcher. 
Both have cigarettes hang-
ing out of their mouths. 
I asked if Private Girdle-
stone had survived the 
war.

“Yes. But he died a few 
years ago, I think.”

The battalion history 
filled in many gaps in the 
knowledge I had of my 
father’s experience. After 
fighting in Syria, the 2/2 
Pioneer Battalion was re-
turning to Australia when, 
with other units, they were 
off-loaded in Java to try to 
cut off the Japanese ad-
vance. Without support 
they had little hope, and 
within a very short time 
these weary veterans of the 
Syria campaign – where 
the battalion had suffered 
many casualties – were 
prisoners of war.

Six months later most 
of them were working on 
the Thai-Burma railway 
line under appalling con-
ditions. Of the 865 mem-
bers of his battalion who 
became prisoners of war, 
258 died in captivity – 177 
in the railway camps. 

The battalion history 
finally gave me some in-
sight into the conditions 
my father had endured, 
and led me to ask some 
factual questions: which 
camps had he been in, 
what parts of the line had 
he worked on? But even 
then I learnt little of his 
personal experience. 

Shortly before my 
mother died she told me 
that my father, then in his 
80s, had started having 
terrible nightmares about 
the camps. Since then I 
have been reluctant to ask 
more, reluctant to risk stir-
ring up memories. 

I also have another 
photo that I took three 
years ago. It shows my 
father talking to the Gov-
ernor General, Major Gen-
eral Mike Jeffery, at the 
dedication of the Austra-
lian Ex-Prisoners of War 
Memorial in Ballarat. 

I had taken the photo, 

and then gone to get my 
father a cup of tea. Later I 
asked what he and Jeffery 
had talked about.

“He asked me what 
it had been like to be a 
POW,” he said, “and I told 
him.”

So, after all these years, 
he had been officially re-
leased from his silence. 
And I wasn’t there to hear. 

* Danny O’Neill, Col. 
(Rtd), lives in Melbourne. 
His new book, Ancestral 
Streams, notes from the 
Murray Valley, includes 
aspects of soldier-settler 

history. 

Murray River towns to offer authentic 
Australian experience

Field days are 
on their way

ENTRIES are already flooding in for this year’s Mildu-
ra Horticulture Field Days, which will be held at the 
Sunraysia Institute of TAFE campus on May 27/28.

Now in its 57th year, the event will showcase the 
latest in horticulture equipment, technology and 
practices, with more than 90 exhibitors expected to 
take part. 

Organisers said water management was expected 
to be one of the hot topics at this year’s event given 
the ongoing drought and low water allocations.

Entries for exhibitors close on Monday April 14, 
though some late entries will be taken.

DEAKIN LUCKY LOTTO

• 204 Deakin Ave, Mildura

• Ph: 5021 2008

  Sunday - Friday
  9am - 8pm

  Saturday
  9am - 7.30pm

• 204 Deakin Ave, Mildura

• Ph: 5021 2008

  Sunday - Friday
  9am - 8pm

  Saturday
  9am - 7.30pm

 This weeks winners are:
•LOIS PATTERSON  •  JANICE TYNAN

• JOYCE CAMBELL  • M.PRIME
Drawn By:  DOREEN ADAMSON

MW16599

POSITIONS VACANT 

Council is seeking applications from suitably experienced candidates for the 
following positions:

Water and Sewer Operator

Closing at 5.00pm Thursday 13 March 2008

The successful applicant will have experience in wastewater and/or water 
treatment operations and is required to work a 7-day rotating roster and be 
available for after hours on call duties.

A base salary range between $721.80 - $758.34 per week will be offered 
dependent on qualifi cations and experience with a commuter use of a council 
vehicle.  

Civil Works Ganger

Closing at 5.00pm Thursday 6 March 2008

Work planning and site supervision to achieve Councils programmed work 
relating to all concrete and drainage operations.

Classifi ed between $729.80 - $766.75 per week dependent on qualifi cations 
and experience.

Labourer / Plant Operator – Civil Works (2 positions)

Closing at 5.00pm Thursday 6 March 2008

Concrete work including footpaths, kerbs and guttering, drainage 
construction and associated maintenance works.

Classifi ed between $655.60 - $688.79 per week dependent on qualifi cations 
and experience.

Labourer / Plant Operator – Urban Works (2 positions)

Closing at 5.00pm Thursday 6 March 2008

Road patching and maintenance works together with guide post and signage 
maintenance.

Classifi ed between $655.60 - $688.79 per week dependent on qualifi cations 
and experience.

Contact Sharna Howden on � (03) 5027 5028 for a Position Description and 
information for applicants sheet prior to applying or alternatively, one can be 
downloaded from Council’s website at www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au. 

DARETON ALCOHOL FREE ZONE – PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Wentworth Shire Council has, at its meeting held February 20, 2008 resolved 
to undertake public consultation to determine community input into the 
re-establishment of the Dareton alcohol free zone.

The Zone will cover the following areas:-

• Silver City Highway between Matong and Hume Streets

• Matong Streets between Silver City Highway and Avoca Streets

• Millie Street between Devenport and Matong Streets

• Tiltao Street between the Silver City Highway and Matong Street

• Walkway to and including the Port of Dareton

• Sturt Place

• Tapio Park

• Dareton Swimming Pool and the Old Dareton Youth Club site.

A map of the above described area is available on Council’s website www.
wentworth.nsw.gov.au or at Council offi ces Adelaide Street Wentworth

Submissions in relation to the re-establishment of the Dareton alcohol free 
zone will close at 5.00pm Friday March 15, 2008.

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
An application has been received for approval of this Council for the following 
developments:-

“D.A.184/07” Proposed Dwelling, Shed, Swimming Pool and Concrete 
Fence.  Lot 2 DP 758456 Murray Street Gol Gol.

The application and plans relating to this development may be inspected 
at the Shire Offi ces Wentworth between the hours of 8.30am and 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday and until 31 March 2008.

Any person, who feels that their land will be affected or who would like to 
make a submission regarding the above development, may lodge a written 
submission with the Wentworth Shire Council before the above date.

PETER KOZLOWSKI

General Manager

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETINGS
As part of an increased focus on consultation by the Wentworth Shire Council 
the Mayor, Councillors, General Manager and his Management Team will be 
available at the following locations:-

• Thursday 3 April - 7pm - Dareton Senior Citizens Centre
• Tuesday 8 April - 7pm - Wentworth Town Hall
• Thursday 10 April – 7pm - Midway Community Centre

There will be a free sausage sizzle before all the meetings provided by the 
Buronga/Gol Gol Lions Club at the Midway Community Centre meeting, 
Wentworth Community Action Team for Wentworth Town Hall meeting, and 
the Dareton Coomealla Namatjira Community Action Team supplying the 
sausage sizzle at the Dareton Senior Citizens Centre.

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
An application has been received for approval of this Council to the following 
developments:-

“D.A.08/031” PROPOSED TWO STOREY DWELLING, LOT 70 DP 756994 
WENTWORTH STREET WENTWORTH.

The application and plans relating to this development may be inspected 
at the Shire Offi ces Wentworth between the hours of 8.30am and 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday until 14 April 2008.

Any person, who feels that their land will be affected or who would like to 
make a submission regarding the above development, may lodge a written 
submission with the Wentworth Shire Council before the above date.

PETER KOZLOWSKI
General Manager

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL
An application has been received for approval of this Council to the 
following developments:-

“D.A. 08/045” PROPOSED STEEL SALES.  LOTS 585, 586, 587, 588, 
589, 590 DP 756961 (15-19) SILVER CITY HIGHWAY, BURONGA.   
FORMER SITE OF SUNRAYSIA BUS LINES.

The application and plans relating to this development may be inspected 
at the Shire Offi ces Wentworth between the hours of 8.30am and 5.00pm 
Monday to Friday and until 28 April 2008.

Any person, who feels that their land will be affected or who would like 
to make a submission regarding the above development, may lodge a 
written submission with the Wentworth Shire Council before the above 
date.

PETER KOZLOWSKI
General Manager

Wentworth Shire Council

MW17044


